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December 22, 2018

PROVIDING FOR A CORRECTION IN
THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 4174

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 149, which was re-
ceived from the House and is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 149)
directing the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to make certain corrections in
the enrollment of H.R. 4174.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. MCcCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 149) was agreed to.

———————

NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE
COMMISSION ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. 573 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 573) to establish the National
Criminal Justice Commission.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to; that the
bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time and passed; and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4180) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Criminal Justice Commission Act of 2018”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) it is in the interest of the Nation to es-
tablish a commission to undertake a com-
prehensive review of the criminal justice
system;

(2) there has not been a comprehensive
study since the President’s Commission on
Law Enforcement and Administration of
Justice was established in 1965;

(3) that commission, in a span of 18
months, produced a comprehensive report
entitled ‘“The Challenge of Crime in a Free
Society,” which contained 200 specific rec-
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ommendations on all aspects of the criminal
justice system involving Federal, State,
Tribal, and local governments, civic organi-
zations, vreligious institutions, business
groups, and individual citizens; and

(4) developments over the intervening 50
years require once again that Federal, State,
Tribal, and local governments, law enforce-
ment agencies, including rank and file offi-
cers, civil rights organizations, community-
based organization leaders, civic organiza-
tions, religious institutions, business groups,
and individual citizens come together to re-
view evidence and consider how to improve
the criminal justice system.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

There is established a commission to be
known as the ‘‘National Criminal Justice
Commission” (referred to in this Act as the
‘“Commission’’).

SEC. 4. PURPOSE OF THE COMMISSION.

The Commission shall—

(1) undertake a comprehensive review of
the criminal justice system;

(2) make recommendations for Federal
criminal justice reform to the President and
Congress; and

(3) disseminate findings and supplemental
guidance to the Federal Government, as well
as to State, local, and Tribal governments.
SEC. 5. REVIEW, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND RE-

PORT.

(a) GENERAL REVIEW.—The Commission
shall undertake a comprehensive review of
all areas of the criminal justice system, in-
cluding Federal, State, local, and Tribal gov-
ernments’ criminal justice costs, practices,
and policies.

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the first meeting of the Commission,
the Commission shall submit to the Presi-
dent and Congress recommendations for
changes in Federal oversight, policies, prac-
tices, and laws designed to prevent, deter,
and reduce crime and violence, reduce recidi-
vism, improve cost-effectiveness, and ensure
the interests of justice at every step of the
criminal justice system.

(2) UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUIRED.—A rec-
ommendation of the Commission may be
adopted and submitted under paragraph (1) if
the recommendation is approved by a unani-
mous vote of the Commissioners at a meet-
ing where a quorum is present pursuant to
section 6(d).

(3) REQUIREMENT.—The recommendations
submitted under this subsection shall be
made available to the public.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the first meeting of the Commission,
the Commission shall also disseminate to the
Federal Government, as well as to State,
local, and Tribal governments, a report that
details the findings and supplemental guid-
ance of the Commission regarding the crimi-
nal justice system at all levels of govern-
ment.

(2) MAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED.—Commission
findings and supplemental guidance may be
adopted and included in the report required
under paragraph (1) if the findings or guid-
ance is approved by a majority vote of the
Commissioners at a meeting where a quorum
is present pursuant to section 6(d), except
that any Commissioners dissenting from par-
ticular finding or supplemental guidance
shall have the right to state the reason for
their dissent in writing and such dissent
shall be included in the report of the Com-
mission.

(3) REQUIREMENT.—The report submitted
under this subsection shall be made avail-
able to the public.

(d) PRIOR COMMISSIONS.—The Commission
shall take into consideration the work of
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prior relevant commissions in conducting its
review.

(e) STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—In
issuing its recommendations and report
under this section, the Commission shall not
infringe on the legitimate rights of the
States to determine their own criminal laws
or the enforcement of such laws.

(f) PUBLIC HEARINGS.—The Commission
shall conduct public hearings in various lo-
cations around the United States.

(g) CONSULTATION WITH GOVERNMENT AND
NONGOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall—

(A) closely consult with Federal, State,
local, and Tribal government and nongovern-
mental leaders, including State, local, and
Tribal law enforcement officials, including
rank and file officers, legislators, public
health officials, judges, court administra-
tors, prosecutors, defense counsel, victims’
rights organizations, probation and parole
officials, criminal justice planners, crimi-
nologists, civil rights and liberties organiza-
tions, community-based organization lead-
ers, formerly incarcerated individuals, pro-
fessional organizations, and corrections offi-
cials; and

(B) include in the final report required
under subsection (c) summaries of the input
and recommendations of these leaders.

(2) UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMIS-
SION.—To the extent the review and rec-
ommendations required by this section re-
late to sentencing policies and practices for
the Federal criminal justice system, the
Commission shall conduct such review in
consultation with the United States Sen-
tencing Commission.

(h) SENSE OF CONGRESS, GOAL OF UNA-
NIMITY.—It is the sense of the Congress that,
given the national importance of the matters
before the Commission, the Commission
should work toward unanimously supported
findings and supplemental guidance, and
that unanimously supported findings and
supplemental guidance should take prece-
dence over those findings and supplemental
guidance that are not unanimously sup-
ported.

SEC. 6. MEMBERSHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be
composed of 14 members, as follows:

(1) The President shall appoint the Attor-
ney General to serve as chairman and a
member of the Commission.

(2) Six members shall be appointed by the
Attorney General in consultation with—

(A) the leadership of the Senate and House
of Representatives of the same political
party as the President; and

(B) the leadership of the Committee on the
Judiciary of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate of the same political party as the
President.

(3) Seven members shall be appointed by
the senior members of the leadership of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the opposite party of the President in con-
sultation with the leadership of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the Senate of the opposite political
party of the President.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Members will be selected
based upon knowledge or experience in such
relevant areas as—

(A) law enforcement;

(B) criminal justice;

(C) national security;

(D) prison and jail administration;

(E) prisoner reentry;

(F) public health, including physical and
sexual victimization, drug addiction and
mental health;
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